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Mission Statement
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Goals of the SA-SIG
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SA-SIG Board
• President:  Saul Issroff, UK
• Vice-President:  Roy Ogus, USA
• Vice-President Emeritus:  Mike Getz, USA, z”l
• Treasurer:  Ed Goldberg, Canada
• Membership: Ed Goldberg, Canada
• Newsletter Editor:  Roy Ogus, USA
• Australian Coordinator:  Herbert Epstein 
• Canadian Coordinator:  Ed Goldberg
• Israel Coordinators:  Rose Lerer Cohen, Beryl Baleson
• South African Coordinator:

Colin Plen (Durban) 
• USA Coordinators:  Roy Ogus, Ann Rabinowitz 
• Web-site Manager:  Bramie Lenhoff, USA
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Key activities of the SA-SIG 
• SA-SIG Web site

− URL: www.jewishgen.org/SAfrica
− Web pages provide an extensive collection of resources on South Africa
− Contains:  Articles and commentaries, Info Files, lists and directories, 

databases,  Community files, Youth Movements, Gallery, search engine, 
and much, much more!

• SA-SIG Newsletter
− URL:   www.jewishgen.org/safrica/newsletter
− Periodic journal of high-quality and in-depth articles

• SA-SIG discussion forum
− URL: groups.jewishgen.org/g/main
− Part of the JewishGen discussion forums – use hashtag #southafrica

http://www.jewishgen.org/safrica
http://www.jewishgen.org/safrica/newsletter
https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main
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SA-SIG 
Home 
page 
and 

example 
pages

(link)

https://www.jewishgen.org/safrica/index.htm
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What’s New 
(partial list)
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Articles and 
Commentaries
(partial list)
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Lists and 
Directories
(partial list)
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Lists and 
Directories
(partial list) 
– continued
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Gallery page
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Gallery page – example 1
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Gallery page – example 2
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SA-SIG Newsletter
• Editor:  Roy Ogus
• Has been published since January 1999
• Articles include the following topics:

– Jewish communities in SA
– Jewish personalities and families in SA
– Rabbis and congregations in SA
– South Africa-Israel connections
– Stories of SA ex-patriots in other parts of the world
– Detailed research topics
– Book and periodical reviews of interest
– New items of interest on the Internet
– Letters to the Editor

• Newsletter delivery mode is PDF (via e-mail distribution list) 
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SA-SIG Newsletter (continued)
• Archive:  Full archive of previous issues can be found at: 

www.jewishgen.org/SAfrica/newsletter
• Browsing:  For each Newsletter in the archive, a pop-up view 

of the Table of Contents can be seen by hovering over the 
archive entry;  clicking the archive entry will bring up a PDF 
copy of the full Newsletter in the browser (see details on next 
slide)

• Searching:  A full search of every word in the archived 
Newsletters can be achieved by using the Google search:

<search term> site:www.jewishgen.org/safrica/newsletter

example:
grahamstown site:www.jewishgen.org/safrica/newsletter

http://www.jewishgen.org/SAfrica/newsletter
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SA-SIG Newsletter Archive
• Example of archive browsing at: www.jewishgen.org/SAfrica/newsletter

http://www.jewishgen.org/SAfrica/newsletter
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SA-SIG Newsletter — example TOCs

(56 pages) (60 pages)
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SA-SIG Newsletter — you can help!!

 Contributions are welcome for all types of articles 
 original articles or references to other interesting 
published articles !!

 Please also send letters to the Editor with your 
feedback or comments on previous issues!!

 Editor’s address:  roy.ogus@outlook.com
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Jewish Records:  Kaplan Center’s 
Jewish Rootsbank database

Research
• Created by the South African Centre for Jewish Migration & 

Genealogy Studies (part of the Isaac and Jessie Kaplan Institute for 
Jewish Studies at the University of Cape Town)

• The primary aim of the project is to research the estimated 15,000 
core families who migrated to Southern Africa between 1850-1950 
from England, Germany, Lithuania, Latvia and Belarus.

• Research has focused on the locations where the families originated, 
patterns of migration to South Africa, where families first settled, 
communities they established, growth of families, and subsequent 
movements and emigration.
 Looking at aspects such as passenger arrival lists, naturalization lists, 

community records, records of marriages, births and deaths, family trees, 
etc.
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Jewish Records:  Kaplan Center’s 
Jewish Rootsbank database

Database
• Intention to create a comprehensive database of records and 

information relating to Jewish immigration to South Africa 
 … to map the entire history of Jewish migration to South Africa with the 

aim of providing authoritative and definitive data for the Discovery Centre 
at the South African Jewish Museum (SAJM).

 … to integrate the genealogical data in multi-disciplinary research 
initiatives under the auspices of the Isaac and Jessie Kaplan Centre at the 
University of Cape Town. 

• Genealogical data has been integrated into the searchable South 
African Jewish Rootsbank database  new records continually being 
added

• URL:  www.jewishroots.uct.ac.za

http://www.jewishroots.uct.ac.za/
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SA Jewish Rootsbank database
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Jewish Records – On-line sources
• Jewish burial records and gravestone images
• South African Jewish Yearbooks
• FamilySearch
• Ancestry.com
• South African Genealogy Facebook groups
• Poor Jews Shelter
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Jewish Records – On-line sources
• Jewish burial records and gravestone images

 JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR):  IAJGS 
Cemetery Project has received the cemetery data for Johannesburg, 
Pretoria, Bloemfontein, as well several other cemeteries from the SA 
Jewish Board of Deputies;   most records accessible online in JOWBR 
database – www.jewishgen.org/databases/cemetery

 Cape Town Jewish Cemeteries Maintenance Board: Online database 
for Pinelands, Muizenberg, Woltemade, Maitland and Woodstock 
cemeteries – www.jewishcemetery.co.za  

 Genealogical Society of South Africa (GSSA):  Large database of 
gravestone images (includes some Jewish burials) – www.eggsa.org

 LDS microfilms have some information for Cape Town cemeteries

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/cemetery
http://www.jewishcemetery.co.za/
http://www.eggsa.org/
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Jewish Records – On-line sources
• Jewish burial records and gravestone images
• South African Jewish Yearbooks on SA-SIG pages
 Series of year books for prominent Jews were published for 1929, 

1942-43, 1953-54, 1954-55, 1955-56, 1956-57, 1957-58, 1959, 1959-
60, 1960-61, and 1961-62. A further series of three similar volumes 
for 1965, 1967-68 and 1976-77 were published privately.

 A searchable JewishGen database contains over 1,000 extracted 
entries from 1929 year book, and from 1945 book titled: The Jew in 
South Africa: A record of what individual Jews are doing in various 
spheres of the country's life

 Link: www.jewishgen.org/databases/safrica/sayb.htm

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/safrica/sayb.htm
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Jewish Records – On-line sources
• Jewish burial records and gravestone images
• South African Jewish Yearbooks
• FamilySearch
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Source: FamilySearch

• An extensive collection of Southern African records are already 
available from South Africa, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, and Namibia 
more collections are being added over time

• Many of these collections contain actual document images

• LDS has completed the process of digitizing the bulk of their 
microfilm images and making them available on their web site at: 
www.familysearch.org
 Additional records not previously available on microfilm are also 

being added (e.g. estate documentation, vital records, etc.)

• Images of microfilms are made available initially in browsable
form, but after indexing, a full search engine is provided

http://www.familysearch.org/
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FamilySearch.org – South African digital records (partial list)
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Jewish Records – On-line sources
• Jewish burial records and gravestone images
• South African Jewish Yearbooks
• FamilySearch
• Ancestry.com
 Ancestry.com also has a significant collection of South African 

records.  Some of these databases are cross-linked from 
Familysearch.org, but many others are unique.

 URL:

http://search.ancestry.com/Places/Africa/South-Africa/Default.aspx 

http://search.ancestry.com/Places/Africa/South-Africa/Default.aspx
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Ancestry.com – South African records (partial list)
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Jewish Records – On-line sources
• Jewish burial records and gravestone images
• South African Jewish Yearbooks
• FamilySearch
• Ancestry.com
• South African Genealogy Facebook groups
 Several Facebook groups exist for discussions about South African 

genealogy and Jewish South African genealogy research
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Jewish Records – On-line sources
• Jewish burial records and gravestone images
• South African Jewish Yearbooks
• FamilySearch
• Ancestry.com
• South African Genealogy Facebook group
• Poor Jews Shelter      www.jewishroots.uct.ac.za

 Records from the London-based Poor Jews’ Temporary Shelter are 
available in a database housed at the Kaplan Centre at the University 
of Cape Town  now available from Rootsbank web page

 Many of the people who passed through the Shelter between the years 
of 1895 and 1914 came to South Africa, and thus the records are of 
particular interest to South African researchers

http://www.jewishroots.uct.ac.za/
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Jewish Records – Other sources
• SA Board of Deputies, Johannesburg
• South African Friends of Beth Hatefutsoth
• Miscellaneous Museums
• KehilaLinks web sites
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Jewish Records – Other sources
• SA Board of Deputies, Johannesburg

 Official central Jewish organization:  represents to the government all 
major Jewish organizations and congregations

 Source of burial information for South African Jewish cemeteries
 Extensive (over 60 years) collection of indexed newspaper clippings 

referring to individual Jews in the country
 Newspaper archives of Jewish and Yiddish publications
 Passenger Lists of 1924 - 1929;  data has been added to Kaplan Center 

Rootsbank database
 Access by e-mail and by regular mail
 Link – www.jewishsa.co.za
 Reference:  Full article in Shemot, August 2012

http://www.jewishsa.co.za/
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Jewish Records – Other sources
• SA Board of Deputies, Johannesburg
• South African Friends of Beth Hatefutsoth

 Significant research completed to document the information 
about Jewish families living in a number of South African towns 
and communities – results have been compiled in a series of 
volumes titled Jewish Life in the South African Country 
Communities.   URL: http://www.jewishcountrylife.co.za/

 Publication status:
o Published (5 volumes): Northern Transvaal, 

Western Cape and Karoo, Southern and  
Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, Orange Free 
State

o Pending (3 volumes): Southern and Western
Transvaal and Gauteng 

http://www.jewishcountrylife.co.za/
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Jewish Records – Other sources
• SA Board of Deputies, Johannesburg
• Jewish Burial records
• Miscellaneous museums 

 Cory Library for Historical Research, Rhodes University, 
Grahamstown: extensive materials about the Cape, and especially the 
Eastern Cape

 Jewish Pioneers Memorial Museum, Port Elizabeth, Cape Province
 Jewish Museum, Cape Town  

http://www.sajewishmuseum.co.za/home/
 National Library of South African Library  

http://www.nlsa.ac.za/NLSA

http://www.sajewishmuseum.co.za/home/
http://www.nlsa.ac.za/NLSA
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KehilaLinks web pages
• JewishGen’s KehilaLinks (formerly ShtetLinks) are web pages 

which commemorate the places where Jews have lived around the 
world:   https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Asia.html
o Each page is a rich source or materials for each community

• Existing Southern African KehilaLinks pages:  Brakpan (in 
progress), Benoni, Bloemfontein, De Aar, Cape Town, Germiston, 
Graaff Reinet, Grahamstown, Kwekwe (Que Que) in Zimbabwe, 
Johannesburg, Kimberley, Mauritius in Indian Ocean, Maputo 
(Lourenço Marques) in Mozambique, Muizenberg, Oudtshoorn, 
Paarl, Pietersburg, Port Elizabeth, Potchefstroom, Pretoria, Springs, 
Stellenbosch, Uniondale, Upington, Vryburg, and Witbank

• Contact Eli Rabinowitz, elirab@iinet.net.au , to contribute materials 
to any of these new sites (as well as to any of the existing sites), or 
to discuss the creation of a new town site

https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Asia.html
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References
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https://www.jewishgen.org/safrica/index-a&c-source/SA-Research-Shemot-Aug-2012s.pdf
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Thank you!

July 25, 2017
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