Sgt Cyril Beiles 29023 ‘V°

Served in the Union of South Africa Defence Force from 1 June 1940 to 11 October 1945




Cyril Beiles was born on 13 January 1922 in
Johannesburg, South Africa. He was the son
of James (Jack) Beiles (born 1892 in
Johannesburg) and Florrie Fridjohn (born
1888 in Ireland). His parents were married in
1917 in Pretoria, South Africa, where Cyril’s
father practiced his profession as a pharmacist.
Cyril had an older sister, Rita (born 1918).

Cyril grew up and spent his childhood years in
Pretoria, where he went to school. When he
left school, he became a motor spares
salesman. His interest lay in commerce, and he
ultimately became a business man. Cyril with his parents and sister (1936)

Cyril had a passion for racing motor cycles. Within his racing club circle, he was affectionately
referred to as “Speedy” Beiles.

Cyril was determined to enlist in the armed forces, and on 1 July 1939, while not yet 18, he
joined 6th Field Ambulance part time, and a year later, on 1 June 1940, he began full time service.
He was initially assigned to the South African Medical Corps (SAMC), 6th and 12th Field
Ambulance, and in November 1941 he transferred to the South African Corps of Signals (SACS).
Given his experience and skills with motorcycles, it is not surprising that he served as a despatch
rider. He continued in this role for three years. Despatch riders generally relayed messages and
information between different units and were often exposed to danger and difficult conditions.
Their riding skills required them to navigate various terrains and weather conditions, and one
assumes that these were the typical conditions under which Cyril served.

In July 1943, he transferred to the South African Pay Corps (SAPC) as a Corporal, and six months
later he was promoted to Sergeant.

Cyril served in East Africa, the Middle East, and Egypt, before returning to South Africa to
continue his service in Pretoria, where he remained until his discharge on 11 October 1945.

He was awarded four service medals, the 1939-45 Star, the Africa Star, the War Medal (1939-
45), and the Africa Service Medal.

Picture on left (from left to right):
1939-45 Star
Africa Star
The War Medal (1939-45)
Africa Service Medal

3 The badge in front appears to be an
old South African General Service
Army cap badge or collar badge.




Cyril was a very patriotic man, held strong opinions, and was extremely loyal and reliable. Such
was his patriotism that as he neared the end of his service, he volunteered to enlist in the South
African Air Force (SAAF) for combat duty in the East as an Air Gunner, but it would seem that
this never happened.

After the war, Cyril returned to Pretoria, and on 1 June 1950 he married Molly Goodman (born
1928), who grew up in Estancia, South Africa. They were married in Ermelo, South Africa, and
lived in Johannesburg. In 1963 they moved to Alberton, South Africa, where he ran a retail
furniture shop (Cyril Beiles and Company).

In 1968 the family moved to Milnerton, a suburb in Cape Town, South Africa. Cyril ran a retail
jewellery business (Galoon Jewellers) in Woodstock, a suburb in Cape Town, and he later opened
another retail jewellery business (Si Bon Jewellers) in Milnerton. He subsequently sold the
Woodstock business, and focused solely on Si Bon in Milnerton.

Cyril and Molly had four daughters, Valerie (born 1956), Heather (born 1958), Joanne (born
1963) and Fiona (born 1968).

As a family man he was always very passionate, morally correct, very generous, and a good man.
He never spoke much about his war years, but the war did take its toll on him.

In the mid 1980s he sold the jewellery business, and he and Molly moved to Vereeniging, South
Africa, to be near their children and grandchildren.

He lived out his last years in Cape Town, and exactly 50 years after his discharge from the army,
Cyril Beiles died on 12 October 1995 at the age of 73.

Molly later emigrated to Australia to be near her family, and died in 2024 at the age of 95.

Cyril and Molly (1980)

Written by Philip Stodel (Israel)
August 2024

Sources:
South African Army service records
Information and photographs provided by the family
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Photo Gallery

This selection of photographs has been assembled from a larger collection found in Cyril’s
album. Dates have been included where known, but beyond this, no attempt has been made to
present the photos in any historical or chronological sequence.

1942/43



The Rhona 1940

Juba River 1940 Back in Nairobi 1941



Moving up for the push Nov 1941 Establishing contact

Bobby, Sam, Self : i :
FE M???? end 1941, start of push Desert 1941



Jeep not a bad substitute for a bike (self)

Self, Jimmy



Self tuning bikes for Abyssinia Before El Alemain we pulled out to come home

Smitty makes sure I don't go through
The workshop boys rest under for a change the wire



On the Equator

Tobruk
Filling up blown up bridge with drums



Our donor(?) dugout outside Tobruk All our planes returned except (1942/43)

Afmadu Desert 120°F

Badia



Derna Pass Sollum 1942

Iti’s buried on side of main path.
22?2 planes got them




Self + Haif Section Jimmy Home Again

Before coming home




