
The Debutante Ball in Port Elizabeth Organized by Fonda Dubb, 

Chairman of the Toynbee Ballet School 1970. 

 

In addition to actually teaching ballet and 

in order to advance the School's expansion 

and thus provide a venue for the local 

population to use and enjoy, as the 

Chairman, I undertook the task of fund- 

raising. This included organizing cake sales 

and Movie Premiers in the City of Port 

Elizabeth. The money raised was used for 

buying ballet shoes and costumes for the 

pupils. It was clear that the funds from 

these sources, were only a start.. 

Gelvandale Ballet School in Port Elizabeth. The policy of Apartheid failed to 

provide cultural services to all citizens equally which meant that the Gelvandale 

initiative had to be mostly supported by the community itself, the Welfare 

Department and by volunteers. 

 

During the 70's I volunteered teaching ballet to Coloureds at the 



Dulcie Howes, the Inspector of our School, declared that the Coloured Affairs 

Department would consider a grant, but that first, we needed to fundraise 

ourselves, in order to show our commitment. 

 
Being prompted by her, I decided to organize a Debutante Ball since I had some 

experience in doing the same for the Theodore Herzl School in Port Elizabeth 

where debutantes curtsied to Judge Adleson; so in the light of this experience, I 

undertook doing this for Coloureds in Gelvandale. 

 
It was quite an undertaking! 

 

We needed to start from scratch, arranging the venue, raising funds, sewing the 

outfits for the debutantes, organizing transport for the girls, their escorts and 

the workers. There was work to be done behind the scenes making sure that the 

event be up to standard as a memorable and prestigious affair. The debutantes 

rehearsed for several weeks and the excitement and enthusiasm was palpable. 

My late husband, Mark, put in countless hours of work, being the handyman, 

taxi-driver and my chief advisor. 

 
Fortunately, my mother-in-law, Ada Dubb, married to Louis Dubb an ex-Mayor of 

Port Elizabeth, also stepped in!! She was a prominent figure in Port 

Elizabeth. By putting together a brochure advertising local businesses, the 

Jewish community business men as well as the community in general, donated 

generously. 

 
Thanks to this initiative, vital additional funds were raised for the maintenance 

and advancement of the Gelvandale Toynbee Ballet School. 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Fundraisers and Helpers behind the Scenes 

Lt- Rt: Fonda, Ada Dubb, Alfreda Marock, unnamed official,Archie 

Marock (City Councillor), Mark Dubb 



A sample of the Adverts in the Brochure to Fund Raise 



 

The Evening Post 
WITH OUR COMPLIMENTS AND BEST WISHES 

 

 
from 

 

 

 

wishes you good luck 

 

In your undertaking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Compliments from 
 

the Mm111fac111rers of 

 

 

MENTONE 

Mens Wear 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

B.P. SOUTHERN AFRICA 
(Pty.) Ltd. 

 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

FORD HOUSE 

187 MAIN STREET 

 

 

 

 
Wish you success 

Good Progress 

A swinging Debs Boll 

 

 

 
HOME (Pty.) 
FURNISHERS Ltd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
386 MAIN STREET 

PORT ELIZABETH
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AHMEDS BUTCHERY 

 
375 MAIN STREET 

 
 
 
 
 

 

With Compliments and Good Wishes 
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NORTHERN FURNISHING 

 

 

J&9 Main Street 

382 Main Street 

 

 
With  

 

•    
    

Frederick Oouman 

72 Highfield Road 

Schaudervllle 

George Williams 

   

Gelvandale 

Ebrahim (Abe) lsmal 

6 Beeclestone Road 

Gelvan Park 

 

    

GOCHIN'S 



The Event - Venue and Programme 
 

 

 



The Mayor Mr. Ellis was more than happy to receive the debutantes at The Ball 

held at the Gelvandale Hall in Port Elizabeth. The debutantes were well prepared 

and had been taught the customary decorum of how to walk and curtsey on such 

occasions! Indeed, they even learnt formal dancing with their escorts. 

 
 
 

 
A debutante 

curtseying before 

the Mayor and 
Mayoress 

 
 

 
The evening was highly successful, the debutantes, their escorts and all those 

attending, enjoying the event immensely. 

 
This was the first Debutante Ball held for the population other than White during 

the Apartheid era! I felt that justice had been done… 

Dulcie Howes, Principal of the Cape Town University Ballet School was full of 

praise for our project, but thought there should have been photos of the 

students from the Ballet School in the brochure. I regret to this day that we had 

overlooked this!! However, we did receive the grant we so badly needed!! 

Dulcie Howe's dream had become a reality. 

 

I do feel proud that together with my late mother-in-law Ada Dubb, my team of 

helpers and the beautiful debutantes, that we achieved our goal. As a result, 

many of our students who are now ballet teachers were able to attend the 

University of Cape Town Ballet School. Two of these graduates teach Ballet as a 

Matric subject in schools in Gelvandale in Port Elizabeth. 

 

People have often asked me why it was so important to me to organize 

something on this large scale. 

My answer is a simple one: 

'I wanted to give the Ballet School which had so many talented pupils, the same 

equal opportunities that Whites in South Africa enjoyed.' 

 
Narrated by Fonda Dubb, who lives in Eilat after making Aliyah in 1987 from 

Pietersburg, South Africa. Fonda lived in P.E from the mid 1960's till mid 1970's. 

She volunteered for nine years at the Toynbee Gelvandale Ballet School, 

teaching children Compiled by Gail Loon Lustig, Israel April, 2023 



 
 

 

 

 
Dulcie Howes, Principal of UCT Ballet School's message prior to 

the event. 

The Programme for the Evening 
Dulcie Howes, Principal of the U.C.T Ballet School, sends 

her wishes for a successful and enjoyable evening 



 Photographs of the Event  
 

 

 

 

Fonda with the Debutantes, Mark her husband, her righthand man 
and Mr Cleary, Director of Coloured Affairs. 

The Mayor, Mr Ellis and the Debutantes 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Debutantes being prepared by Fonda Dubb for the Ball 



The Debutantes and their Escorts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mayoress Mrs Ellis, receiving a 

bouquet of flowers from a ballet 
pupil of the Gelvandale School 



Letters and wishes received after the Debutante Ball 
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Mrs. F. Dubb, 
Gelvandale Toynbee Ballet School, 
9 Munro Street, 
Millard Grange, 
PORT ELIZ.A13ETH. 

 

 

Madam, 

 

TOYNBEE CLUB BALLET SCHOOL. 

PORT ELIZABETH. 

·z -m- rnn 

 
I would like to take this opportunity of congratulating 

you on the magnificent results achieved by your ballet pupils 
at their recent examinationso 

 

Yours faithfully, 
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REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE. 

G•Utw, ;" anJwoord t, m,td, 
In r,p/y q11•lt: • 

 

 



A Sad Example of the Bureaucracy of the Times 
 

 

 

 

THE END 


